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SECTION VIII - RECREATION & PARKS PLAN
SUMMARY
Background
The Township of Livingston is a fully developed suburban residential community in western Essex County. The
Township is characterized by gently rolling hills, streams and brooks that wind through the community and provide
a perfect setting for outdoor recreation use.
Pursuant to the New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan (State Plan), Livingston lies in the
Metropolitan Planning Area (PA1); with the exception of areas along the westerly border of the Township and in
its southwesterly corner designated as an Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA5).
Livingston residents treasure their parks and recreation opportunities as well as the community’s scenic character,
heritage, and natural resources. They have always recognized the need for active and passive recreation
opportunities, and have long taken pride in the Township’s parklands and recreation facilities. With tree-lined
streets, a growing downtown district, and non-residential development located mostly along frequently traversed
arterial roads, it is home to two county parks, a regional trail, and numerous municipal parks, trails and recreation
facilities. Livingston has 1,105 acres of preserved land including, county parks and open space (434 acres),
municipal open space (433.34 acres) and easements (174 acres). These cover approximately 11.5% of the total
9,012 acres of land in the Township. An additional 1,470.06 acres, or 16% of the total Township area, is owned
by the East Orange Water Reserve and is zoned as WRC, Water Resource Conservation District. Apart from the
lands reserved for open space and water reserve, the Township is almost fully developed with very limited land
available for development.
Ownership of Parklands and Recreational Facilities
Based on ownership, the existing parks and recreation facilities can be categorized as following:


Essex County;



Livingston Township;



Board of Education; and,



Privately-owned.

The privately-owned facilities are owned by religious institutions or private schools or are open space created as
part of cluster zoning. These open spaces are considered to be quasi-public because they are open to the public by
agreement.
National Recreation and Parks Association Standards (NRPA)
The Township significantly exceeds the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) standards, and earlier
standards used by Planning Boards nationally, related to park and recreational facilities. The NRPA standard calls
for ten (10) acres of parkland for every 1,000 residents, while a more relaxed standard referenced by Planning
Boards nationally calls for one acre of playground or active recreation area for every 400 residents. Livingston’s
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2015 population estimated by the Census Bureau was 29,849. The Township’s aggregate 426 acres of municipal
open space and recreation lands are 14.57 acres per 1,000 residents. With 434 acres of State and County parklands
included, the ratio is 29.29 acres per 1,000 residents. Both measurements are significantly higher than the national
standards.

ACTIVE & PASSIVE RECREATION CONCEPTS
Recreation encompasses a wide-range of activities that may be described by the general terms “active” and “passive”.
Organized sports, team play and swimming are examples of active recreation. Active recreation facilities include
playing fields, playgrounds, tennis or basketball courts, running tracks and swimming pools. Active recreation
facilities may be located in a park or as part of a school site.
Passive recreation is generally non-team in nature and includes nature walks, picnicking, hiking, jogging, cycling,
nature study, fishing, playing with a pet in a pet-friendly environment, or just sitting on a bench and enjoying sights
and sounds or total tranquility.
There are active parks that contain sports facilities; and there are passive parklands where the natural setting is
essentially undisturbed.

GOALS
The Broad Goals of this Recreation & Parks Plan Element implement relevant Objectives in Section II of this
Master Plan and are:
1. To maintain safe and reliable facilities in an efficient and most effective manner.
2. Improve and expand the Township’s parks, and both passive and active recreational facilities.
3. Encourage improvement and increased utilization of County and State parks within the Township.
4. Develop recreational facilitates that will incorporate American with Disabilities Act, (ADA) accommodations
for persons of all abilities both mentally and physically.

NEARBY STATE/COUNTY PARKS & RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
The following State parks, Essex County parks and recreation facilities are within easy driving distance from the
Township:
Eagle Rock Reservation
This 408-acre property that primarily consists of rolling hills, streams and valleys is located mainly in West
Orange, with a view of the New York City skyline from the Essex County 911 memorial. It has the Highlawn
Pavilion Restaurant and is the site of a memorial to those lost at the World Trade Center. Situated along Prospect
Avenue to the west and Eagle Rock Avenue to the south, it is easily accessible from Livingston.
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Essex County Environmental Center
A 10,950 square-foot, one-level, handicapped accessible facility at 621 Eagle Rock Avenue in Roseland. It has a
library, class rooms and a laboratory for environmental education. There are walking trails as well.
Grover Cleveland Birthplace
This 2.5-acre State Park, at 207 Bloomfield Avenue in nearby Caldwell, contains the house in which Grover
Cleveland, 22nd President of the United States, was born and lived from the 1830s to the 1850’s. Guided and selfguided tours are available by appointment.
Grover Cleveland Park
The park straddles Caldwell and Essex Fells. A fishing pond serves as a skating pond in the winter. There are
jogging trails, tennis courts, softball fields and playgrounds.
South Mountain Reservation
2,047.14 acres of largely undeveloped and mostly natural open space within West Orange, Maplewood and
Millburn. It contains Turtle Back Zoo, South Mountain Arena (primarily ice skating) a commuter parking facility,
hiking, biking and equestrian trails and picnic, camping areas, miniature golf, boating, and high line.
Verona Park
54.32 acres located in Verona at the intersection of Bloomfield Avenue and Lakeside Avenue. Just over ¼ of the
site is Verona Lake. The park has fishing and boating, tennis courts, a playground, a softball field, bocce courts, a
fitness path and a bandstand.
Walter Kidde Dinosaur Park and Becker Park
These two elements of Riker Hill Park are located in adjacent Roseland. Dinosaur Park contains a fossil dig. Becker
Park has approximately 147 acres of undeveloped former farmland, including 7.23 acres located in Livingston.

ESSEX COUNTY PARKS WITHIN LIVINGSTON
The Township is home to 2 County Parks and a regional trail. County
Parks cover approximately 1,402 acres of Township land.
Riker Hill Art Park
This 42-acre park is located entirely within Livingston, and is one
of three elements of the 204.68-acre Essex County Riker Hill Park
that straddles the Livingston / Roseland boundary. The Art Park is
at the highest point of that park. It is at the location of a former U.S.
Army Nike Missile Battery control base built in 1955 and acquired
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by Essex County after it was closed by the Army in 1974. (The missile launchers were two miles away in East
Hanover.)
The former Army buildings have been converted into studios for painters, sculptors, photographers and other

artists working in a communal setting. Classes, art shows, and concerts are held there. The winding drive to the
site from Beaufort Avenue provides a panoramic view of western Essex County. A 3/4 mile interpretive trail
connects the Art Park with the 146.73 undeveloped acres primarily in Roseland that include Becker Park and
Walter Kidde Dinosaur Park.
West Essex Park
This is an undeveloped 1,360-acre park that remains largely a wetlands preserve. It lies within the flood basin of
approximately six miles of the Passaic River; from Bloomfield Avenue in Fairfield, through Roseland and West
Caldwell, and terminating at South Orange Avenue in Livingston. Approximately 320 acres are in the Township.
There are fishing areas, interpretive trails, and boat and canoe landings at various points along the river, but only
one landing in Livingston.

COUNTY LONG-RANGE HIKING
TRAIL WITHIN LIVINGSTON
Lenape Trail
The Lenape Trail is a hiking trail undergoing
improvement through a cooperative effort by Essex
County and the Sierra Club. It begins at a point north of
Brookdale Park in Bloomfield. From the intersection of
I-280 and Pleasant Valley Way in West Orange, it follows
the PSE&G right-of-way westward through Livingston
to West Essex Park, where it turns north to Eagle Rock
Avenue and then crosses into Morris County. There it
joins other trails as part of the ultimately 156-mile Liberty-Water Gap Trail running from Jersey City to the
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. Those wishing to hike the Livingston section can easily access
the trail from North Livingston Avenue just south of I-280 or from Prospect Park near the intersection of Laurel
Avenue and Shrewsbury Drive.
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TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION FACILITIES
In Livingston, two governmental entities own the lands on which the parks and recreation facilities are contained:
lands owned by the Township and lands owned by the Board of Education (BOE). Although the scheduling for
recreational events is done by the Senior, Youth and Leisure Services (SYLS) Department for all Township
facilities, and by the BOE on properties owned by them, all recreational properties are maintained by the
Department of Public Works (DPW) except for the turf fields owned by the BOE. Also, several facilities that
are privately-owned are available for community use. The individual property owners are responsible for the
maintenance of their properties.
Parks
Parks are located throughout the Township and serve all age groups. Livingston residents have long enjoyed
passive recreation and benefited from playing various sports offered by BOE, SYLS and local organizations.
Sports include soccer, basketball, lacrosse, baseball, softball, volleyball and tennis at facilities within the
Township. During 2017, participants in youth specific organized sports were: baseball/softball 1,100; basketball
1,125; football/cheerleading 177; lacrosse 512; soccer 2,351; and volleyball 330. The following tables identify
parks owned by the Township and those of the Board of Education.
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Some of the recreational opportunities within the community are discussed below:
Swimming Pools
There are two Township of Livingston swimming pools. One is at Northland Park and the other at the Memorial
Park complex. During 74 days of operation in 2015, the pools had attendance of 37,966; an average of 513 persons
per day. Resident Memberships: Families: 867; Couples: 280; and Individuals: 325. Non-Resident Membership
was also open to residents of Roseland and Essex Fells: Families: 19; Couples: 8; and Individuals: 11.
Playgrounds
Based on the 2015 Census there were 1,671 children less than five (5) years of age in the Township. This is a
considerable (12%) decrease compared to the 2000 Census data showing 1,917 such children. The recreation needs of
this age group are served primarily by Township playgrounds at Littell People’s Park, Monmouth Court Community
Center, Northland Park, the Senior & Community Center, and Grand Terrace. In addition, most elementary schools
have a playground open to the public.
Skate Park
Livingston Skate Park has been established between the West Essex YMCA and the Municipal Building. It is a
“skate at your own risk facility”, designed for skate boarding, inline skating and BMX biking. Individuals must
register and obtain a badge from SYLS. Protective helmets are required.
Saint Barnabas Medical Center Community Field
This is a multi-purpose synthetic turf field completed in 2017, with lighting using energy efficient green technology,
and limited spectator seating. The complex has a total area of approximately 100,000 square feet.
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TRAILS
These are the existing trails within the community:
Memorial Park
A ¼ mile interpretive trail along Slough Brook begins
at Littell’s Pond and traverses the wooded area located
behind the High School athletic fields. There is a small
amphitheater in the area where the hill was hollowed out
for a no longer present police target range. There is also
a boulder field formed by glacial activity. The Livingston
High School Cross Country team uses parts of this trail
for its meets.
Prospect Park
Located on Shrewsbury Drive, between East Mount
Pleasant and Laurel Avenues, this is a beautiful forested
29 acre park. A deep gorge has been carved out over the
years by a tributary of Canoe Brook. In 2009, the Township
installed interpretive and handicapped accessible hiking
and biking trails and a new parking area.
East Hills Park
This is a 55-acre wooded park located on Shrewsbury
Drive between East Cedar Street and East Mount Pleasant
Avenue. A 1½ mile Fitness Trail traverses the natural
wooded area on a primarily dry wood chipped path. This
course is designed to develop total fitness by combining
cardiovascular conditioning, flexibility and muscle tone.
The trail has 20 exercise stations covering a total of 32
exercises. Dogs are permitted on this trail, but must be
kept on a leash. There are two fenced dog parks for freerunning play.
Newark Academy
Carol Heaney Nature Trail located at Newark Academy,
91 South Orange Avenue. This is a 2 mile marked trail
complete with interpretive signs and areas designated
as outdoor classrooms. It is contiguous to West Essex
Park. A section of Newark Academy’s cross country trail
extends into the County Park.
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Riker Hill Art Park
This 42 acre park is located in the northern part of the Township adjacent
to Becker Park provides a unique opportunity for local artists to work
together. There are trails through the park that connect with Becker Park.
Woods at Maple Avenue
A variety of trails exist across Canoe Brook connecting the neighborhoods
off of West Oakwood Avenue, Balmoral Drive, Dougal Avenue, South
Baums Court and Lee Road.
Cedar Ridge Trail
This nature/walking trail through West Essex Park and continuing onto
the grounds of Newark Academy was created in 1971. The trail begins on
the north side of South Orange Avenue along the Passaic River, where a
bridge and part of a board walk are visible.
Livingston Historic Trail
This trail is a 4.2 mile self-guided walking or motor tour of Livingston’s
historic resources. The majority of the trail loop includes much of
Livingston Avenue, West Northfield Road and Hillside Avenue.
Livingston Historic Hike
This ten mile loop, designed by Boy Scout Troop 16, includes and expands
upon the Livingston Historic Trail. The hike begins at the headquarters
of the Livingston Historical Society at the Force Homestead, 366 South
Livingston Avenue.
Orchard Hill Park Trail
This 1,405-foot trail through wooded Orchard Hill Park is a link between
the Senior Community Center and Heritage Middle School. The project
is the culmination of efforts by the Board of Education, the Township
Council, the Orchard Hill Development Committee, the Trails &
Greenways Committee, and the Open Space Trust Committee.
East Hills Park Dog Park
Through the combined efforts of the Township and enthusiastic volunteers,
a portion of East Hills Park on Shrewsbury Drive was converted to a dog
park. The dog park has two fenced areas in which unleashed dogs can
exercise and socialize. The improvements at the property include a water
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fountain, benches and a sculpture. The dog park is quite popular among Livingston residents. The East Hills
Park also has a hiking and fitness trail that can be used by residents and their leashed canine companions.
Complete Streets
In order to further its commitment to making walking and cycling a viable alternative to driving, and to provide
residents with supplementary recreation options, in 2015 the Township Council adopted a Complete Streets
Policy Guide. The policy guide aims at creating pedestrian and bikeway systems within the community, and
identifies priority streets/corridors for such improvements.

PENDING TOWNSHIP & QUASIPUBLIC PROJECTS
Below are examples of continuing efforts to improve the
existing parks and recreational facilities and to respond to
the changing needs of Livingston residents:
Memorial Park
This 70 acre complex of recreational and cultural facilities
(only partially shown in the accompanying photograph) is

centrally located and is recognized in Section VII of the Master Plan as an iconic image of the community. A longrange planning concept for Memorial Park presented to the Township Council by a representative committee and
professionals is under consideration.
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Facilities at Private Schools
The growing school population and contemporary teaching standards have necessitated enlargement of school
buildings and their facilities. Private schools within the Township, including Newark Academy and Kushner
Academy, are in the process of undergoing major renovations to increase and improve their existing recreation
facilities.
Newark Academy received Planning Board approval for a 3-phase project in 2009. The sports phase of the
project specifically focused on improving the athletic facilities; including tennis courts, baseball fields, and
synthetic turf football and soccer fields .
Kushner Academy has received Planning Board approval to replace and improve their existing recreational
facilities. The project involves construction of a turf soccer field, running track, softball field, 3 basketball
courts, 2 swimming pools and a summer day camp facility. The athletic facilities can be rented to organizations
or teams when not in use by the school.

RANGE OF RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES OFFERED BY THE TOWNSHIP’S
SENIOR, YOUTH & LEISURE SERVICES DEPARTMENT
The Township’s Senior, Youth and Leisure Services (SYLS) Department, originally referred to as Recreation
Department, was founded in 2009. The Department is responsible for hosting an array of programs within the
Township. The Departments embraces new programs each year to cater to the changing needs of people from
various age groups and with varied needs.
Some of those programs are:

TABLE VIII-IV

• Adult fitness programs, including
- Zumba Fusion
- Zumba Toning
- Meditation and Relaxation Series
- Stress Management Workshop
• Aquatics programs, including
Adult swim lessons
Adaptive Swim for developmentally disabled
- Arthritis Water Workout
- Arthritis Exercise Program
• Adult and Senior Dance Programs, including

• Adult/Senior fitness programs, including
-

• Adult and Senior Enrichment Programs, including

-

-
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Intro to Ballroom Dance
Line Dancing

Forever Fit
Tai Chi
Zumba gold

•

Project Healthy Bones
Canasta
Mahjong
Internet Class for Seniors

Livingston Dance Academy; offers a variety
of classes including, Creative Dance, Ballet
and Jazz Classes, Jumps and Turns Jazz, etc.
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The Department also offers the following sports programs for residents:

TABLE VIII-V
• Youth Sports

• Adult Sports
-

Badminton
Basketball
Golf
Open Play Pickle ball
Softball
Table tennis
Tennis
Volleyball

-

Basketball
Bowling
Football/Cheer Leading
Teen golf
Lacrosse
Soccer
Kiddie Soccer for 31/2-6 years
Track for grades 4-8
Volleyball
Softball
Young Adult Tennis (summer only)
Tae kwon Do-Chung Do Kwan
Parent and Me Sports Squirts Program
Total Sports Squirts Program
Total Play Multi-Sports Camp
Wrestling for grades 2-8

Additionally, individual sports camps are conducted by Livingston High School during summer months and summer
day camp and sports camps are offered for kids by the SYLS.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Livingston contains 10 municipal parks and facilities and 6 private parks that contain a total of 317.84 acres of land
and offer an assortment of outdoor recreational programs. With increasing health awareness, the demand for active
and passive recreational facilities is accelerating. These programs result in competing needs for playing fields. In
addition to active sports activities, there has been increasing need for, and use of, walking paths, woodland trails,
bicycle paths or ways, and fitness trails; as well as for pocket parks for relaxation. Although the Township currently
exceeds the NRPA standards, there will be on-going need to re-evaluate, modify, expand or replace facilities.
Recommendation:

Improvement, enlargement, replacement, or changes in the Memorial
Park facilities, activities or landscape should maintain the openness and
expansive nature of the park as seen from South Livingston Avenue.

Recommendation:

Obtain easements from public utilities to permit utilization of their rightof-ways as greenways for trails, pedestrian and bicycle paths.

Recommendation:

Establish other greenways, walking and cycling trails, and urban bikeways,
linking recreation, shopping or other activity centers.

		Recommendation:

Evaluate stream corridors as locations for walking trails.

		Recommendation:

Identify and develop sites for recreational access to the Passaic River.

SECTION VIII

14

Recommendation:

Continue to explore potential for use of portions of the East Orange Water
Reserve for walking and bike paths and other small scale passive and
nature-appreciation programs.

Recommendation:

Develop additional indoor and outdoor basketball facilities.

Recommendation:

Establish a center to house existing and additional recreational and social
programs for teenagers.

Recommendation:

Continually review whether facilities or programs should be reduced,
eliminated or replaced, and project and plan for potential new needs.

Recommendation:

Seek to identify, acquire and develop additional property for active and
passive recreation.

Recommendation:

Continue efforts seeking increased Essex County funding of access, signage
and facilities for County parks in the Township; including opportunities to
observe birds and other wildlife.

Recommendation:

Open space and recreational facilities (quasi-public) created through
cluster and inclusionary zoning should be encouraged.

Recommendation:

Seek new, and support existing, cooperative agreements with other
public entities, private enterprises, citizen groups with common goals of
improvement of recreational opportunities for Township residents.

Recommendation:

Consider creating an ‘Adopt-A-Park’ and ‘Adopt-A-Trail’ program to fund
maintenance of the pocket parks and trails.

Most of the Township facilities/fields are multi-functional. Because utilization quickly transitions from one sports
season to another, there are few or no opportunities for fields to rest and recover, or for on-site improvements to be
made. Heavy use limits natural recovery opportunities for playing field turf. The increased demand and usage of
such facilities naturally cause wear and tear, maintenance and improvement presenting a big challenge.
Recommendation:

Scheduling of use of specific facilities should be managed so as to allow
natural recovery or the accomplishment of repairs and improvements.

The Township has several municipal parks and facilities and private parks; however, not all of them have adequate
amenities. Some parks lack ADA accessibility and amenities such as restrooms, water fountains, etc.
Recommendation:

Provide appropriate benches, toilets, water fountains and informational
signage at all recreation facilities.

Recommendation:

Evaluate, improve and maintain ADA accessibility of recreational
facilities, paths and trails.

Based on the vacant land analysis, there are 35 under-sized, publicly-owned vacant properties within the Township.
These may be used for creation of pocket parks.
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Recommendation:

Utilize small undeveloped Township-owned lots as pocket parks for
passive recreation.

Community gardens enable individuals or groups to grow flowers or healthy foods on small plots of a larger area
in a controlled environment that enables fellowship and cooperative effort. Such gardens can serve as both sources
of food and as educational resources. They are commonly found on public land and as common accessorial uses at
houses of worship, educational facilities, public health facilities, non-profit organizations, and even as temporary
gardens on vacant commercial properties.
Recommendation:

The Township should identify and allocate areas of Township-owned land
that are suitable for development of community gardens and establish such
gardens.

Recommendation:

Establishment of community gardens at houses of worship, public health
facilities, non-profit organizations, and other nongovernmental properties
should be encouraged.

ACTION PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS
A program of actions for further implementation of Recreation and Parks objectives is recommended:
First Year & On-going
•

Establish a long-range plan for maintenance and improvement of parks and recreational facilities.

•

Identify possible sites for new active and passive recreation facilities.

•

Complete a plan for trails, pathways, greenways and bikeways providing recreational opportunities while 		
linking open space and other recreational facilities, shopping and other activity centers.

Within Three Years
•

Complete an inventory of sites for possible ‘pocket parks’ and establish standards for design and function 		
of such parks.

•

Explore opportunities to engage in cooperative efforts with neighboring communities, counties and 		
regional units, as well as non-governmental organizations, to accomplish partnership opportunities for 		
recreational and parks projects.

Within Five Years
•

Complete and implement a comprehensive trail plan that includes pedestrian and bicycle routes and
paths that link public open space, greenways, recreational facilities, shopping and other activity centers.

•

Develop a resources stewardship program involving Township residents of various ages in maintaining
and enhancing Township recreational and parks facilities.
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ACQUIRING RIGHTS TO LAND FOR RECREATION OR PARKS
Numerous tools and funding sources are available to acquire title or to otherwise obtain the use of land for recreation
or parks. The following descriptions are not exhaustive of the possibilities.
Acquisition of Title
Purchase is the most direct and simple, but most expensive, way of acquiring title. But, sufficient funds to make
the purchase may not be available to the Township. However, the cost may be eased by grants when available,
or by entering into partnerships with conservation organizations. Alternative direct acquisition methods can be
considered:
• Terms may be negotiated with the landowner permitting the purchase to be paid for over time or for portions of
a property to be acquired in discrete steps. Sale of property to the Township might be coupled with the seller’s
retaining a tenancy in the property for a fixed term or for life, with rent to be paid to the Township.
• A property owner may be induced to sell property to the Township at below the market value so as to realize a
charitable gift tax deduction for the price reduction.
• Opportunities to induce outright gifts of land to the Township should be explored. Such gifts provide a charitable
gift income tax deduction for the donor and also result in the saving, to the donor, of real estate taxes after title
to the land is transferred.
• In instances of foreclosure upon property for failure to pay Township real estate taxes, the Township could elect
to keep title and add the property to its parks or recreational facilities, or to trade the parcel for another with
better environmental or recreational qualities. Periodic review of existing tax liens of all types on properties
within the Township could identify opportunities for purchase of a lien and acquisition of the property for
recreational or park use.
• The Township could exercise the right of eminent domain to acquire ownership of land with a high recreational
or parks potential from an owner unwilling to sell or to grant an easement or other right of use.
Easements
Easements provide an opportunity to obtain use of land for specified purposes without the costs of acquiring
ownership, while keeping the land on the real estate tax rolls (although the value of the land for tax assessment may
be reduced by the easement). Easement rights are written into the deed on the property and pass on with changes in
ownership. Easements may be purchased or received as a gift.
Examples of types of easements are:
•
•

A right to establish and maintain a trail or path through the owner’s property.
A right of public access to a site for passive or active recreation.
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Funding Sources
Potential sources of funds for acquisition of property ownership or easements, and the amounts available, vary. Each
may have specific and limiting objectives or types of uses.
Township’s Open Space Trust Fund
This fund, generated by a special real property tax, is available for the acquisition of title or easements for recreation
and preservation purposes. It can be most effectively used to qualify for matching grants or to cover Township
down-payments or local contributions required by potential funding partners.
Potential Funding Partners
•

New Jersey Green Acres Program will provide funds to cover up to 50% of the cost of acquisition of municipal
parks and recreation lands under the municipality’s open space and recreation plan. Essex County Open
Space Trust provides funding for projects consistent with the County open space and recreation plan.

•

Federal Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is funded by annual Congressional appropriations. It
includes a State Grant Program under which the National Park Services provides funds to individual states to
cover up to 50% of the costs of acquiring land, building or repairing recreation or park facilities, providing
hiking and riding trails, enhancing recreation access and providing wildlife and hunting areas. Within New
Jersey, municipalities generally receive funding through the Green Acres program.

•

Transportation Enhancement Act (TEA-21) The U.S. Department of Transportation has established that
funding for trail development and enhancement is an eligible expenditure from the Federal Transportation
Trust. The amount of funding for these purposes is substantial, and funds for land acquisition are available.
A special category of funding is dedicated to enhancement of National Recreation Trails. An eligible project
must show that the trail is part of the community’s overall transportation system. Funds can be used for
enhancements such as signage, bike racks, surfacing as well as acquisition of land through easement or fee
simple. TEA-21 funding can jump start a community’s bikeway and walking trail system.
A total of $370 million is provided through 2009 to continue this program to develop and maintain trails for
recreational purposes that include pedestrian, equestrian, bicycling and non-motorized snow activities as well
as off-road motorized vehicle activities. New eligibilities are provided, including construction and maintenance
equipment, real estate costs, educational program costs, State administration costs, and assessment of trail
conditions.

•

Nonprofit Land Conservation Organizations are eligible for Green Acres grants of up to $500,000 and can
partner with the Township on a dollar for dollar match. To do so, the organization “signs on” to a community’s
Open Space and Recreation Plan. Morris Land Conservancy is a conservation organization that has partnered
with the Township in open space and recreation planning. The Passaic River Coalition is a non-profit Land
Conservation Organization that has established a Land Trust to acquire and preserve open space. The Passaic
River Coalition Land Trust provides land and water resource management by permanently protecting and
preserving land. The Passaic River Coalition Land Trust works with citizens, governments, and businesses to
develop solutions to protect the environment within the watershed through land preservation. The Land Trust
not only preserves land, it also provide guidance to local government in the efforts to identify and plan for
protection of vital natural resources and develop a methodology to acquire and manage open space.
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•

ANJEC Grants for Open Space Stewardship Projects. ANJEC provides small grants of up to $1,500
each to environmental commissions to support projects that do both of the following:   advance local open
space stewardship, and   help to raise the profile of the environmental commission in the community through
publicity and public participation or collaboration with local groups on the project. Suitable projects include,
but are not limited to:
-

Open space/ greenway/trails assessments, plans, maps

-

Trail building, signage, maintenance

-

Management of invasive species

-

Restoration or maintenance of riparian areas within open space lands

-

Conservation easement inventory, monitoring, landowner outreach, education

-

Habitat enhancement on open space lands

-

Educational stormwater management projects on open space lands

-

Programs to involve or engage residents with local open space, trails  

-

Printed and/or online guides, maps, inventories of open space, trails

-

Displays for public events or spaces

-

Multi-town efforts to link open space or trails

-

Community activities on a theme of local open space, greenways, or trails (walking or biking tours,
workshops, interpretive activities or competitions, photo exhibits, logo contests, etc.).

Sustainable Jersey Small Grants Program
Sustainable Jersey is a nonprofit organization that provides tools, training and financial incentives to support
communities as they pursue sustainability programs.  Their Small Grants Program offers grant money to help
local governments make progress toward a sustainable future. Eligible projects include actions that would score a
municipality points toward Sustainable Jersey certification. This includes projects addressing issues from renewable
energy and green building design, waste reduction, a sustainable master plan, water conservation, natural resources
management, energy management, and transportation issues. Most projects also include public outreach campaigns
and many have involved school children and community organizations. The Small Grants program also gives
capacity building awards to municipalities to support local green teams and their programs, and are not project
specific.
Safe Route to School (SRTS)
In July 2012, Congress passed a transportation bill, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21). Since
October 2012, Safe Routes to School (SRTS) activities have been eligible to compete for funding alongside other
programs, including the Transportation Enhancements program and Recreational Trails program, as part of a new
program called Transportation Alternatives. The National Center and Schwinn’s Helmets on Heads program teamed
up to provide 25 $1,000 mini-grants to schools across the country.
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Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act)
The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act replaced the former Transportation Alternatives
Program (TAP) with a set-aside of funds under the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (STBG). FAST
Act provides funding for transportation alternatives (TA). These set-aside funds include all projects and activities
that were previously eligible under TAP, encompassing a variety of smaller-scale transportation projects such as
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, recreational trails, safe routes to school projects, community improvements such as
historic preservation and vegetation management, and environmental mitigation related to stormwater and habitat
connectivity.
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