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SECTION VII - COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN
INTRODUCTION
Facilities, such as schools, fire, police and first aid services, libraries, cultural facilities and governmental offices
that are provided to meet residents’ community services expectations are an important element of the quality
of life. Both publicly and privately owned facilities are included. However, parks and recreational facilities are
discussed elsewhere in the Conservation and Recreation & Parks Plans. This Community Facilities Plan contains
an inventory of the other community facilities and services and evaluates them in terms of current and anticipated
needs. That evaluation considers the relationship of community needs to the availability of facilities in nearby
communities that may also meet needs of Livingston residents. The nature and extent of facilities needs vary with
changes in demographics and in the range and depth of community needs. Livingston Township is experiencing
growth in senior and elderly populations aging in place, and incremental growth in school age population that may
change with changes in the nature of residential development. Total population, estimated by the Census Bureau
in 2015 as 29,849, is approaching the historic high of 30,127. Public and quasi-public facilities are shown on the
Community Facilities Map (Map G).

COMMUNITY NEEDS ANALYSIS
Administrative Services
In 2010, the Township completed construction of a modern, two-story, Municipal and Police Building that replaced
the outmoded Town Hall that was in need of significant repair and improvements. The new building is located at
357 South Livingston Avenue. The majority of the Township offices, including Police, Municipal Court, Tax, Water,
Planning, Engineering, Building and Zoning departments are located within the building. The Health Department
and the Recreation Department are housed in the Senior and Community Center located at 204 Hillside Avenue.

Educational Services
Public Schools
The highly-rated public school system, serving 6,042 students, consists of six elementary schools, two middle
schools, one high school, and one alternative school in a Township-owned building; all as shown in Table VII-I.
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There is also Central Office at 11 Foxcroft Drive.
To maintain the excellence of its programs, the Board
of Education projects enrollments and reviews the
adequacy of its facilities. Accordingly, it has recently
completed improvements at the following schools:
Burnet Hill Elementary, Collins Elementary, Amos W.
Harrison Elementary, Hillside Elementary, Mt. Pleasant
Elementary, Heritage Middle School, and Livingston
High School.

Table VII-I
Livingston Public Schools
Elementary Schools (Grades K-5)
Burnet Hill
25 Byron Place
Collins
Amos W. Harrison
Hillside
Mt. Pleasant
Riker Hill
Middle Schools
Heritage
Mt. Pleasant
High Schools
Livingston
Alternative School

67 Martin Road
148 North Livingston Avenue
98 Belmont Drive
11 Broadlawn Drive
31 Blackstone Drive
20 Foxcroft Drive (Grades 7-8)
11 Broadlawn Drive (Grade 6)
30 Robert Harp Drive (Grades 9-12)
Monmouth Court

The public schools system also offers a Monday through Friday integrated preschool program for both classified
and non-classified children. Because of limited capacity, regular education enrollment in the program is limited and
is determined by lottery.
Enrollment history and forecasts are shown in Tables VII-II and VII-III on pages 5 and 6.
Recommendation:

In planning expansion or construction of facilities, the Board of Education should
consider opportunities to coordinate efforts, or share facilities, with the Township.

Recommendation:

The Board of Education should make every reasonable effort to ensure that on-site
parking at its facilities is consistent with the requirements applicable to privately
owned like facilities.

Recommendation:

In planning expansion and construction of facilities, the Board of Education should
provide lead time sufficient to enable the Planning Board to conduct its review
pursuant to the mandate of the Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-31.a
and Section 170-12.F of the Code of the Township of Livingston.
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Recommendation:

SECTION VII

Whenever the Board of Education prepares a long-range facilities plan it should
provide enough lead time for the Planning Board to complete its review as provided
in the Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act,, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-4g
and the Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-3l.b.

5

SECTION VII

6

Private Schools
Aquinas Academy			
				

Grades K-8, located on the campus of St. Philomena’s Roman 		
Catholic Church at 388 South Livingston Avenue.

Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy
& Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School

Grades Pre-K through 12, located at 110 South Orange Avenue.

Newark Academy			

Grades 6-12, located at 91 South Orange Avenue.

Stepping Stones			
				

Children up to age 9 with developmental disabilities, located at 		
Trinity Covenant Church, 343 East Cedar Street.

The Darcy School			

Grades K-6, located at 346 East Mt. Pleasant Avenue.

The Horizon School			
				
				

Grades K-8, located at 51 Old Road, and Grades 9-12, at 71-77 Okner
Parkway, provide academic, vocational and rehabilitation programs
for children and young adults with cerebral palsy and other disabilities.

There also are numerous day care and nursery schools, both non-profit and for profit.
Entertainment
Livingston does not have a movie theater, and does not have any permanent youth/cultural arts/fine arts facility. The
community has interests in establishing an performing arts and teen center. Various locations have been considered,
however, no firm proposal or plan has yet been created.
Recommendation:
				
				

Studies of locations, design and construction of a multi-purpose facility that would
provide both a teen center and performing arts facilities to accommodate local 		
productions should continue.

Recommendation:		 Alternatively, there should be a study to identify existing structures that, should they
become available, could be converted into a teen center and community performing
or fine arts facility. The owners of such structures should be requested to inform the
Township of any plans to terminate or abandon current operations; so that lease or
purchase, or acceptance of donation, of the structure can be considered.
Emergency Medical Services
First aid and patient transportation services are provided by the Livingston First Aid Squad, an all volunteer organization.
The First Aid Squad building, property and the ambulances are owned by the squad. The building is at 50 South Livingston
Avenue, adjacent to the volunteer fire department’s Headquarters Station. Until organization of the First Aid Squad in
1950, first aid was provided by the Township’s volunteer fire fighters. There are some current volunteers with dual
memberships.
The First Aid Squad operates four (4) ambulances that serve the community 24 hours per day, every day of the year.
In recent years, the Squad has responded to an average of 1,974 calls per year. Because of the increase in medical
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emergencies and a reduction in the number of Squad members available, in 2015 the Squad began using MONOC/
Mobile Health Services for ambulance coverage, Monday thru Friday from 7 am to 7 pm, to assist in calls and
patient transportation. The most-recent statistics available are shown in Table VII-IV.

Back-up, or joint response, is provided, on a case-by-case basis, by professional emergency medical technicians
operating mobile intensive care units dispatched from the St. Barnabas Hospital or other hospitals in area
communities.
Fire Services
Livingston is served by a volunteer fire department; the efficiency and quality of which results in a high, Class 3,
fire protection rating for the community by the Insurance Service Office for fire insurance premium determination.
(ISO ratings range from a low of 10 to a high of 1.) The Livingston Fire Department was formed in 1921. It offered
ambulance service from 1937 until formation of the separate Livingston First Aid Squad in 1950.
There are 74 officers and members of the Livingston Fire Department. The Chief, the Assistant Chief, and three
Deputy Chiefs are chosen from the ranks. Upon assuming their offices, the Chief becomes a full-time salaried
employee of the Township and the Assistant Chief becomes a part-time employee. Additional Township full-time
employees in the Fire Department are three (3) fire inspectors and a maintenance technician.
The Livingston Fire Department has three (3) strategically located fire stations that provide efficient response times
to all neighborhoods.
Charles Schilling Headquarters Station at 62 South Livingston Avenue is near Livingston Center. It contains the
Chief’s office, the departmental maintenance shop, the Fire Prevention Bureau, and meeting space on the second
floor. It houses one Engine Company, one Engine/Rescue, one Truck Company, one reserve engine and one salvage
truck.
Northfield Station is in Northfield Center at 2 East Hobart Gap Road, at the intersection of that road and South
Livingston Avenue. It has a large meeting room on the second floor and houses the Rescue Company, one Engine
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Company, and one reserve engine. There is an available
bay for additional equipment.
Circle Station is at 389 West Northfield Road, near
the Route 10 Livingston Circle. It houses one Engine
Company and one salvage truck. This site could
accommodate building expansion for one additional bay.
The fire service facilities are currently adequate and no
near-term need for expansion has been identified. The
vehicles are well maintained, suited to the nature of the
community and regularly upgraded or replaced. Mutual
assistance agreements are in force with all nearby
communities.

Police Services
Livingston benefits from a highly efficient and effective police department of 73 in all ranks, one (1) full-time, and
one (1) part-time, animal control officer, thirteen (13) civilian administrative personnel, and seven (7) matrons.
The Department also has an armed volunteer Auxiliary Police organization consisting of 20 members and six (6)
active retired members who assist in traffic and crowd control and patrol services. There are also 46 school crossing
guards.
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Hospital - Saint Barnabas Medical Center
Saint Barnabas Medical Center is at 94 Old Short Hills
Road, in the HH Hospital Health Care District. A unit of
RWJBarnabas Health, the largest health care organization in
the State, it is a major not-for-profit medical and surgical
hospital with 645 beds, emergency room, regional burn
center, and mobile intensive care services. In the past
decade, the hospital has gone through both major and
minor improvements to the existing facility. These include
additions of 114 single-patient rooms, a cyber-knife facility, a new Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU), additional
surface parking lots and a four-story parking garage.
The hospital also operates a modern Ambulatory Care Center (ACC) at 200 South Orange Avenue, opposite the
Livingston Mall. The ACC contains a medical building and the associated parking. In 2015, the ambulatory care
center completed an addition of approximately 43,000 square feet of clinical space.
Post-Acute Rehabilitation Center
In November of 2014, the Planning Board approved the application of Health Resources of New Jersey, LLC to
construct a post-acute care rehabilitation center in the HH District on Lot 5.01 in Block 73. The facility is under
construction.
Nursing and Convalescent Homes
Inglemoor Care Center		
					
					

This 120-bed facility is at 311 South Livingston Avenue and provides 		
long-term nursing care, specialized Alzheimer’s care, and progressive 		
rehabilitation.

CareOne at Livingston
		

This facility at 61 Passaic Avenue has 96 long-term care beds and 24 		
assisted living units.

Assisted Living Facilities
Brandywine
		
		

This facility is located at 369 East Mt. Pleasant Avenue and contains 		
a two-story, 120-unit assisted living facility with 19 underground 		
parking spaces and 57 surface parking spaces.

Health Resources of NJ
		
		
		
		
		

In 2014, the Planning Board approved a three-story, 124-unit assisted 		
living facility with a sub-grade parking garage on Lot 4.02, Block 		
7300. The property is located along East Cedar Street. 			
The sub-grade parking garage contains 98 parking spaces and 			
there are 29 surface parking spaces. The facility is currently 			
under construction.

Sunrise
		
		

In 2016, the Planning Board approved a three-story, 105-unit assisted 		
living facility at 290 South Orange Avenue (Block 6300, Lot 30). 		
Construction has not yet begun.
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Library
The Ruth L. Rockwood Memorial Library is on
Robert H. Harp Drive in the Civic Center Municipal
Complex. A major expansion and modernization
for the library, completed in September of 2007,
doubled the floor space and permitted the library to
provide additional resources, equipment, facilities and
services. It currently holds over 165,000 volumes,
including materials in various media and provides
numerous on-site community services including the
English As Second Language (ESL) program. The
library collections include books in Russian, Chinese,
German, Hebrew, Italian, Spanish, Korean, Hindi and
Gujarati.
Public Works Department
The Public Works department has a workforce of 62 and responsibility for maintaining the Township’s municipal
roads, snow plowing on those roads as well as on Township and Board of Education parking areas and owned
sidewalks, seasonal leaf removal from streets, water main and sewage main maintenance and repair, landscape
maintenance in public parks, and forestry services.
		Recommendation:

Public Works garages and work facilities are located at a number of
locations in the Township. Significant consolidation at a new facility is the
subject of an on-going study, and when such a facility has been acquired
the present Township Garage at 235 South Livingston Avenue should be
disposed of.

		Recommendation:

When the present garage is vacated, consideration should be given to
construction of a multi-level commuter “park-n-ride” or a “kiss-n-ride”
facility for users of commuter bus service on the site. If constructed, it
should include sheltered bus access, retail convenience facilities to serve
commuters, as well as other passenger amenities. This facility could also
be a stop for a shuttle bus service to the train station in Millburn or to
other nearby rail stations. Such a facility would be consistent with the
New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan and with federal
initiatives. Federal and state funding or cooperative efforts for such a
facility should be explored.

		Recommendation:

Alternatively, since the present Township garage site is in the B-1District it
could be sold for private commercial use, or a combination of commercial
and residential use; particularly if the Section III Land Use Plan Element
recommendation to permit residential uses above commercial uses along
Livingston Avenue in the B-1 District is implemented.
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RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Recreational facilities of the Township, including those of the Board of Education are discussed in Section VIII Recreation & Parks Plan Element. The West Essex Branch of the Metro YMCAs of The Oranges, located at 312
South Livingston Avenue, is a non-profit recreational facility serving the community. There also are a number of forprofit enterprises in the Township which offer exercise, fitness, training, and conditioning facilities and programs.

RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS
Numerous houses of worship are located within the Township and serve a variety of faiths reflecting the diversity
of the Township’s population. Some are shared by more than one congregation.

SENIOR AND COMMUNITY CENTER
Until 2004, senior citizen needs were served in a number of locations designed for other uses. An extended period
of study and public input led to the design and construction of a new facility opened in January of 2004. The Senior
and Community Center is on Hillside Avenue on the site of the former West Essex Hospital. The building provides
52,000 square feet of space, including 42,000 square feet in current use, with 10,000 square feet available for
expansion. The municipal Health Department and Recreation and Parks Department have been relocated to this
building.
The building also houses the Township’s Senior Citizen Coordinator, who supports and facilitates a wide range
of activities on behalf of senior citizens and provides referral services for their special health needs. Available
programs include the long-standing Motor Meals, recreational and educational activities both within the Center and
on field trips, local transportation, and tax return preparation advice. The Coordinator also is an ex-officio member
of the Advisory Committee on Senior Citizens; a body of resident volunteers appointed by the Township Council.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES GENERALLY
Recommendation:

Governmentally-owned facilities should set an example for all residents by
employing energy-saving construction design and operating technologies, by
following ecologically positive operating practices such as those recommended
by NJDEP, and by voluntary compliance with tree protection, preservation and
replacement requirements contained in e Chapter 306 of the Township Code.

THE CIVIC CENTER MUNICIPAL COMPLEX
Earlier planners had the wisdom and foresight to reserve a large area at the center of the Township for civic facilities
and activities. That area consists of 104.51 acres owned by the Township or the Board of Education. The elements
of the Civic Center Municipal Complex (“Civic Center”) are shown in Table VII-VI.
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Table VII-VI
Civic Center Municipal Complex 13
Block

Lot

Street

Use

Acreage

Owner

4400

1

S. Livingston Ave

19.70

Board of Education

4400

2

S. Livingston Ave

High School
Library, Gazebo, Force Homestead,
Pools, Tennis, Basketball,

56.62

Township

Littell’s Pond, Nature Reserve
Path

0.42

Township

Green Acres

15.79

Township

Recreation (“Barracks”)
Open Space
Open Space
Town Hall & Police Headquarters

0.91
0.37
0.72
9.98

Township
Township
Township
Township

4400

61

4400

79

4402
4403
4505
3100

32
1
1
55
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Bennington Road
Winchester Road &
Madonna Drive
Berkeley Place
Berkeley Place
Eastbrook Terrace
S. Livingston Ave

Recommendation:

Effective modernization of facilities in the Civic Center can best be achieved
though coordination and joint planning and development by the Township and the
Board of Education. Needs of the over-all community should be jointly analyzed so
that modernization efforts lead to replacement of outmoded or inadequate facilities
within the Civic Center through construction of complementary and shared facilities
best-suited to the long-term needs of all Livingston residents.

Recommendation:

The Memorial Park is the heart of the Civic Center. It is a careful balance of open
space and civic improvements, an example of positive planning within the concept
now called “Green Acres”, is an iconic image of the community in public eyes.
A conceptual plan including long-range planning concepts for Memorial Park
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presented to the Township Council by a representative committee and professionals
is under consideration. The architecture of the Civic Center Municipal Complex
buildings, especially the Town Hall, the Ruth L. Rockwood Memorial Library,
and the High School contributes to the identity of the community. Construction,
expansion, renovation or replacement of buildings in the complex should be in
that same architectural style, and should maintain the setbacks from streets and
roadways that contribute to the openness of the entire setting.

WATER AND SEWAGE FACILITIES
Water and Sewage facilities are discussed in Section VI - Utilities Plan Element.
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