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Members of L.O.V.E. (Lotus Outreach Volunteer Experience), a
Livingston-based volunteer organization, recently visited Mt. Pleasant
Animal Shelter, touring the facility and donating supplies.

L.O.V.E. members Myra
Pan and Jeremy Luo get acquainted with some of the
homeless pets at Mt. Pleasant
Animal Shelter during the organization’s recent visit there.

'Kisses for Mt. Pleasant Animal Shelter'
Delivered by Volunteers with L.O.V.E.
In mid-March, just before the last of
the frigid weather of winter, members
of L.O.V.E. (Lotus Outreach Volunteer
Experience) went to the Mt. Pleasant
Animal Shelter in East Hanover and,
according to founder Jiaxuan (Natalie)
Li, "delivered their warmest kisses to
those homeless cats and dogs," in the
form of both cuddles and contributions
of money, food, and supplies.
L.O.V.E., Li explains, is a Livingston-based social organization "devoted
to encouraging respect for people in
need, for homeless animals, and for
our fragile environment; it also seeks to
teach these values to our young children
through diversiﬁed activities."
Many new members joined L.O.V.E.
after they heard about the Kisses for
Mt. Pleasant Animal Shelter event,
notes Li; when the organization held
its inaugural event last Christmas, there
were only about 20 families. "The
visit to the animal shelter on March
18, which was announced only two
weeks earlier, received overwhelming
support, and the membership more than
quadrupled," she says.
Forty-six L.O.V.E. members participated that day, and 11 families
who couldn’t make the trip sent contributions, including more than $600
worth of pet food, cleaning products
and postage stamps. "One member,

Xiao Feng, brought L.O.V.E.’s plan
for supporting homeless animals to
her company, Newmark Associates
in Morristown, and her boss immediately responded with a generous
donation of thousands of envelopes
for internal use by the shelter."
She continues, "Our kids loved this
event because they have the softest
and purest hearts for these homeless animals. Abby Berenbak, the
shelter’s executive director, started
her introductory remarks by asking
'Do you have pets?,' 'What kind of
pets do you have or want?,' and 'Do
you know what you need to do to
take care of your pets?' The children
hastened to answer her questions, and
were amazed when they heard what
the shelter does for some 1,200 dogs
and cats every year. The adults also
learned the importance of groups like
L.O.V.E. bringing donations of funds
and supplies."
When Berenbak talked about volunteering, Li recounts, "Many of the
kids offered to sign up on the spot."
However, the shelter only accepts
volunteers who are at least 16 years
old, to the disappointment of at least
one 14 year old girl in attendance.
"Refusing to take 'no' for an answer,
she has since found another nearby
animal shelter that would accept her as

a volunteer, as an outlet for her strong
love for homeless animals," Li says.
"This has inspired other children her
age to do the same. And this is what
L.O.V.E. is all about!"
At the conclusion of the visit,
Berenbak brought out a two month
old puppy to play with the visitors.
"The children were very excited, but
patiently lined up to pet the puppy.
When you looked at their eyes, they
were full of care and love," Li says.
"One of L.O.V.E.'s aims is to foster
love and respect for people, for
animals and for our environment,
especially among children, who are
our future."
Li adds that L.O.V.E. hopes to
schedule more events like the shelter
visit. In the meantime, Kisses for Mt.
Pleasant Animal Shelter will continue
to be a regular part of L.O.V.E.'s
activities. "And we hope that more
people will get involved in supporting
animal shelters through donations,
pet adoptions and volunteer works,"
Lie says.
Those interested in learning more
about L.O.V.E. may contact the
organization by e-mail at love2015.
info@gmail.com.

